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sympathetic support of the representatives of other
European Powers, sought an immediate audience with
the Sultan through the French Embassy, and addressed
a note to the Turkish Imperial Council, in which he
stated:
" It would be superfluous to dwell in detail upon
the immense advantages of the piercing of the
Isthmus of Suez. The only obstacles which seem to
stand in the way are the personal objections raised
by a foreign representative, objections which, if they
were allowed to prevail, would inflict a moral blow
upon the highest authority in the land. I feel con-
fident that this obstacle will not be allowed to prevail
against the wishes which I have been charged to
express, with all respect, on behalf of an enlightened
Prince, who, as is his duty, does an act of deference
to his sovereign, whose faithful and devoted vassal
it is his pleasure to prove himself."
But quick as he had been, Lord Stratford de Red-
clifle had been quicker, and when he was received in
audience by the Sultan it was to find that the
Ambassador's influence had been strong enough to deter
the Sultan from sanctioning the project outright. De
Lesseps decided that the only thing to do was to
challenge the " Great Eltchi" to come out into the
open and produce his objections. He sent him a long
letter the following day.
" I hasten to communicate to you the documents
which, in accordance with the wish expressed by you,